LIFE    IN    ENGLAND-AVIATION
them, England turned more and more to its Royal Family
for consolation and moral courage. British people learned
also, as the years passed, to expect a certain kind of leadership
from the heir to the throne. The Prince spoke for the young,
and he urged the cause of the practical. H. G. Wells had
made a wild pronouncement. Great minds do not always
think alike, and it was possible to turn to another writer of
the time—G. K. Chesterton—and read his announcement
that "... the most popular institution left is the monarchy/*
Foreigners sometimes smiled at the complacency of English
life, and the newspapers of Europe often warned us that we
were living upon a volcano. But the life of the stolid Briton
went on. The events of one day, in 1934, help us to under-
stand the difference between Britain's balanced life and the
disasters that unsettled Europe. On one Saturday, early in
December, the newspapers reported the revolution in Spain
and a raid on the Italians across the Abyssinian border.
Mussolini was alarmed over the state of the lira, the Hun-
garians were being expelled from Jugo-Slavia, and in Russia,
Stalin's friend, Serge Kirov, had been assassinated.
England's news of the week was not melodramatic enough
to deserve the front pages of its own newspapers. The first
air mail had left for Australia and, among the one hundred
thousand letters, was one for the King's son, the Duke of
Gloucester, who was spending Christmas in New Zealand.
Within a few days of this event, the Duke of Kent was mar-
ried in Westminster Abbey. While monarchs and dictators
in other countries walked, like Cromwell, with a coat of mail
beneath their clothes, in fear of their lives, the King, the
Queen and the Prince of Wales drove through the streets of
London, at one with their people.
In November of 1928 King George suffered his great illness,
and from this time the duties of his heir were increased and his
pleasures were lessened. During the ten years since the end of
the war, British people had learned to take their King for
granted. It was part of his example of security and calm that
he should always be with them: he became the symbol of the

